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GDCC's Response to the BC Ferries Community Engagement Process 

Transportation infrastructure is essential for the economic development and fiscal 
sustainability of any community. For coastal communities, the ferry service forms a 
critical part of our provincial road system. 

Fares on the major route linking the lower Sunshine Coast to the BC mainland have 
almost doubled over the last decade. Those increases are far above the rate of inflation, 
and out of proportion to any increases in income experienced by either businesses or 
residents. Sunshine Coast businesses are hit doubly because of the high costs of 
shipping goods on and off Coast, and the cost of business travel.  

Ridership on the ferries is now dropping because the price is too high. Commercial 
traffic, in particular, is hard hit—down 5% on Route 3 this year. This severely impacts 
existing businesses and the area's attractiveness for new economic development 
opportunities. It also hurts tourism—a major economic driver in a region where 
traditional resource-based industries have declined. 

And yet we face yet another 12% increase in fares! 

The goal of cutting $26 million from the BC Ferry system is a political decision, not an 
operational necessity. We agree fully with the Powell River Regional Economic 
Development Society that the present "engagement" process is insufficient and flawed, 
and does not represent meaningful consultation as stipulated in Bill 47 or the Coastal 
Ferry Act.  

The Gibsons & District Chamber of Commerce wishes to see the following from BC 
Ferries and the provincial government: 

 Consultation that does not come with an orchestrated agenda and pre-
determined outcomes. 

 Real accountability to users of the system. 

 Full transparency and disclosure of financial and ridership information needed 
for informed planning decisions. 



 

 

 

 Full participation of all stakeholders, including the business community, in the 
decision-making process.  

The BC Ferries system was built with our tax dollars. BC Ferries staff are well trained and 
provide excellent safety and customer service. The system is not "broken"; it is suffering 
from unreasonable and inequitable funding decisions. 

The provincial government sets the terms of the contract under which BC Ferries 
operates, and it is the government's responsibility to ensure that citizens receive a 
reliable service at a price that is sustainable and equitable with other transportation 
infrastructure provided to other residents of the province. 

 

 

Claudia Ferris, President 
and the Board of Directors of the Gibsons & District Chamber of Commerce 

 
 
 

 

 


